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December Lecture 
December 20th, 2012 7pm 

 

“Precolumbian Palm Beachers” 

Presented by Dorothy Block, MA 
 
Did you know that Palm Beach Island 
has been inhabited by humans for 
around 3,000 years? Are you 
interested in the conservation and 
protection of the numerous ancient 
Indian burial mounds and habitation 
sties scattered throughout the nation's 
wealthiest township? Are you curious 
about the realities of how ancient 
burial and archaeological sites are 
dealt with by developers and property 
owners in this unique municipality? 

Join local archaeologist and Palm 
Beach County Archaeological Society 
founder Dorothy Block for a lecture 
describing Palm Beach’s ancient 
cultural sites and unmarked 
prehistoric Indian cemeteries. The 
lecture will recount the history of 
archaeological research on the island 
from the 1930s to the present, and 
assess the effectiveness of present day 
approaches to mitigation, 
conservation and protection of these 
important and non-renewable cultural 
resources. 

January Lecture 
Date: TBA 7pm 

 

“Economics of Shell Trade” 
Presented by Valentina Martinez, M.A. 

 

Martinez will be lecturing about FAU’s 
Ecuador Field School.  The goal of the 
program is to reconstruct the prehistory 
and paleoecology of the region.  She leads 
excavations in the field and helps to train 

future archaeologists.  Focusing on 
alluvial valley sites, she will be presenting 
an overview of their discoveries 
concerning economic and social aspects of 
shell production as well as the trading 
relationships between Ecuador and 
northern Peru. 
 

January Bonus Lecture 
January 28th, 2012 TBA 

Location: Florida Atlantic University, 
Boca Raton Campus 

 

“Cultural Heritage Amenity Towns” 

Presented by Stephen Mandal, PhD 
 

Dr. Mandal will be presenting a new 
model for heritage site preservation that 
provides a vehicle for innovative and 
sustainable tourism and education.  The 
initiative, called CHAT (Cultural Heritage 
Amenity Town), aims to use Ireland’s 
greatest assets, its people and its heritage, 
to engage local communities with this 
history, ensuring its preservation for the 
community and visitors alike. The CHAT 
scheme is a community-based grass roots 
movement that uses heritage as a driver to 
bring communities together to improve 
their towns and attract visitors.  He will 
focus on the pilot scheme at the 
Blackfriary in Trim, County Meath.  Its  
rich archaeological landscape boasts over 
8,000 years of continuous human 
habitation.  His lecture will also focus on 
the potential to transfer such a model to 
the USA, by similarly engaging local 
communities in their cultural heritage. 
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